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great a scandal was Philip's conduct. He adjured the
clergy to use all means to convince the king of his sin.
He announced that the legate should once more warn him,
but if he resisted he should straightway pronounce the
interdict. And this done, the pope ordered all clerks,
under pain of deprivation, to cease from the performance
of every ecclesiastical function. On December 6. 1199,
a council summoned by the legate met at Dijon. The
archbishop of Eheims himself was present, and with
him were the archbishops of Lyons, Besan^on, and
Vienne, and many bishops and abbats. Messengers to
the king were refused admission, and he declared that
he had appealed to Rome. But at Rome the question
had already been decided, and the pope's word left no
excuse for delay.
For seven days the council sat. At length, at mid-
night on the 13th, a solemn procession passed through
the dark and deserted streets to the great cathedral.
For the last time they sang Litany and [Miserere; relics
were hidden away, the reserved Host was consumed,
the altars were stripped,.the crucifix covered, the church
wrapped in gloom. Then the legate pronounced an
interdict on all the lands of the Frankish king so long
as his adulterous union with Agnes should continue.
For thirteen days after Christmas should the sentence
remain unpublished, to allow a last hour of repentance.
With groans and tears the dread order was received.
Then there was silence in the cathedral as there should
soon be in every church where the praises of God had
been sung. A few weeks later the sentence was pro-
nounced at Yienne, in the ancient kingdom of Burgundy.
Philip had fallen under the extreme sentence of the